EXPOSING THE ENEMYS SECRETS
(2 Corinthians 2:11)
“… lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices.” (NKJV)

Objective – To teach the people of God about the ways of the enemy so that they can make better decisions. 
I. IT IS NOT JUST WHAT THE ENEMY SAYS BUT HOW HE SAYS IT

(Genesis 3:1-13) Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the garden'?" And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; "but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.'" Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. "For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings. And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are you?" So he said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; and I hid myself." And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?" Then the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate." And the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."  (NKJV)
A. Doubt the Word of God – “Did God really say, ‘you must not eat from any tree in the garden’! (Question meant to produce doubt.)

B. There are no consequences for sin – “You will not surely die”
C. “Father doesn’t know best” – “you are missing out”


D. Do not reason with the devil.  


1. The woman saw that the tree was good for food.



2. It was pleasant to the eyes.



3. It was desirable to make one wise.



4. She took of its fruit and ate.



5. She shared with her husband.

II. THE ENEMY WILL USE THE WORD OUT OF CONTEXT TO BRING CONFUSION

(Matthew 4:1-11) Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread." But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.'" Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: 'He shall give His angels charge over you,' and, 'In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.'" Jesus said to him, "It is written again, 'You shall not tempt the LORD your God.'" Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me." Then Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! For it is written, 'You shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.'" Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.  (NKJV)

A. Doubt who you are in Jesus – “If you are the Son of God”


B. We must know the Word.  Life is in the Word.


C.  Don’t be stupid!

D. Keep God first in your life.
III. THE ENEMY WILL TRY TO DISTORT MOTIVES

(Job 1:6-11) Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. And the LORD said to Satan, "From where do you come?" So Satan answered the LORD and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it." Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?" So Satan answered the LORD and said, "Does Job fear God for nothing? "Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. "But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!"  (NKJV)
(Job 2:1-10) Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD. And the LORD said to Satan, "From where do you come?" So Satan answered the LORD and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it." Then the LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against him, to destroy him without cause." So Satan answered the LORD and said, "Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life. "But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will surely curse You to Your face!" And the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, he is in your hand, but spare his life." So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD, and struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. And he took for himself a potsherd with which to scrape himself while he sat in the midst of the ashes. Then his wife said to him, "Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Curse God and die!" But he said to her, "You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?" In all this Job did not sin with his lips.  (NKJV)
A. Motives - “Does Job fear God for nothing?”

B. Circumstances – “Satan … struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.”

C. Discouragement – “Curse God and die” (Satan will use those close to you to try to discourage you.)
D. Mouth – Satan will try to use our own lips.  “Job did not sin with his lips.”
IV. THE ENEMY WILL TRY TO HINDER THE WILL OF GOD IN YOUR LIFE

(Matthew 16:13-23) When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, "Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?" So they said, "Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets." He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. "And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. "And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." Then He commanded His disciples that they should tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ. From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day. Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!" But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men."  (NKJV)

A. Jesus had just declared the will of God.


B. “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!”


C. Be mindful of the things of God, and not the things of men.

V. WHAT DOES THIS INFORMATION PRODUCE?
A. (James 3:13-18) Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.  (NKJV)

1. Jealousy


2. Selfishness


3. Confusion


4. Evil


5. Earthly, sensual, demonic.

B. Wisdom from above


1. Pure


2. Peaceable


3. Gentle


4. Willing to yield


5. Full of mercy


6. Good fruit


7. Without partiality


8. Without hypocrisy

C. (2 Timothy 1:7) For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.  (NKJV)

1. spirit of fear – not from God


2. power


3. love


4. sound mind

Conclusion – Let’s not be ignorant of the devices of the enemy.
