Childlike Faith (Part III)
Prayer of Faith

Objective – To increase the faith of the people of God.  To stir up and challenge the people of God.

Introduction – One evening when Jacob was about 2 ½ to 3 years old and Joseph was about 8 to 12 months old, while we were living at 36 Phillips St.  Joseph was crawling around on the brown shag rug carpet when all of a sudden he started choking.  I picked him up and handed him to Kelli.  We were franticly trying to help him to breathe again.  I hurried into the kitchen, opened the refrigerator and was trying to get something for Joseph to drink.  Jacob came up to me and said, “dad why don’t we pray”.  I responded abruptly, “Can’t you see I am getting something for him to drink, you go pray for him!”  He said, “ok”, walked over to his brother, put his hand on Joseph’s head and prayed, “Jesus, heal my brother and help him to stop choking.”  When he said that, Joseph coughed, and spit up a plastic ring.  Kelli and I sat there with tears running down our checks.  I thought in my mind, “Why didn’t I think of that?”   “I’m the pastor!”  I had learned something about the prayer of faith.  
I. CHILDLIKE FAITH 
A. Become Like Children (Matthew 18:1-4) At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. "Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  (NKJV)


Little children:



1. Faith




2. Innocence



B. Receive the Kingdom of God as a child (Mark 10:13-16) Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. "Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it." And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them.  (NKJV)

II. THE FAITH OF A MUSTARD SEED

A. Increase our Faith (Luke 17:5-6) And the apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith." So the Lord said, "If you have faith as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, 'Be pulled up by the roots and be planted in the sea,' and it would obey you.  (NKJV)
B. The Size of a Mustard Seed (Mark 4:30-32) Then He said, "To what shall we liken the kingdom of God? Or with what parable shall we picture it? "It is like a mustard seed which, when it is sown on the ground, is smaller than all the seeds on earth; "but when it is sown, it grows up and becomes greater than all herbs, and shoots out large branches, so that the birds of the air may nest under its shade."  (NKJV)
C. The Power of Mustard Seed Faith (Matthew 17:19-21) Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why could we not cast it out?" So Jesus said to them, "Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you. "However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting."  (NKJV)
III. THE PRAYER OF FAITH

A. The Prayer of Faith (James 5:13-16) Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing psalms. Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.  (NKJV)
B. Speak the Word (Matthew 8:5-17) Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, saying, "Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented." And Jesus said to him, "I will come and heal him." The centurion answered and said, "Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. "For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, "Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel! "And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. "But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you." And his servant was healed that same hour. Now when Jesus had come into Peter's house, He saw his wife's mother lying sick with a fever. So He touched her hand, and the fever left her. And she arose and served them. When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: "He Himself took our infirmities And bore our sicknesses."  (NKJV)
C. Signs following Believers (Mark 16:15-20) And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned. "And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; "they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover." So then, after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received up into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God. And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.  (NKJV)

1. Preaching the gospel


2. Demons cast out


3. Speak with new tongues


4. Supernatural Protection (snakes, poison)


5. Healings and miracles

Conclusion – The Prayer of Faith
