INTEGRITY – A FOUNDATION FOR LEADERSHIP
(Psalms 15:1-5) <<A Psalm of David.>> LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill? He who walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the truth in his heart; He who does not backbite with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbor, Nor does he take up a reproach against his friend; In whose eyes a vile person is despised, But he honors those who fear the LORD; He who swears to his own hurt and does not change; He who does not put out his money at usury, Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He who does these things shall never be moved.  (NKJV)

Objective – To teach on the need for integrity in leadership.  To teach about the need as believers to be people of integrity.

Introduction – 

 (Psalms 24:3-5) Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who may stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive blessing from the LORD, And righteousness from the God of his salvation.  (NKJV)
I. INTEGRITY ON THE INSIDE – 
A. Uprightness (Psalms 26:11) But as for me, I will walk in my integrity; Redeem me and be merciful to me.  (NKJV)
B. Righteousness 
1. (Ephesians 5:9) (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),  (NKJV)
2. (Ephesians 6:14) Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,  (NKJV)

C. Truthful (Psalms 51:6) Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom.  (NKJV)
D. “Integrity is playing by the rules even when one is playing alone.” Leading With Integrity, p. 78.

E. “Integrity is a trait of character.” Leading With Integrity, p. 76.
II. INTEGRITY WITH OTHERS – 
A. Does not backbite

B. Does not treat others wrong

C. Does not try to tear down the reputation of another

re·proach    )
1. To express disapproval of, criticism of, or disappointment in (someone). See Synonyms at admonish. 
2. To bring shame upon; disgrace. 
D. Integrity Involves being, doing and continuing.

1. Being – “Character is seen as those virtues which have been instilled within the believer.”

2. Doing – “Conduct speaks of one’s actions.”

3. Continuing – “Moral vision pertains to one’s composite lifestyle.” LWI, p. 77.

 III. INTEGRITY REGARDING THE WORD – Despises the wicked, honors the righteous 

A. (Proverbs 19:1) Better is the poor who walks in his integrity Than one who is perverse in his lips, and is a fool.  (NKJV)
B. “Integrity – The root word is integer.  In mathematics it speaks of a whole number rather than a partial or fractional one.  It speaks of wholeness of completeness.  

1. A wholeness free from dilution of other contaminating ideas, elements of concepts.
2. A demonstration of commitment and responsibility to a set of core values.

3. A morality based on preconceived absolutes of a higher nature than one’s own development.

4. An honesty and uprightness which flows from the completeness of one’s inner being.” Leading With Integrity, p. 75-76.
IV. ABSOLUTE INTEGRITY – Consistent and unwavering (Does not allow circumstances to change you, integrity that is not relative)
A. “Integrity is the integrating element that unifies character, conduct, and moral vision in a life worthy of the calling one has received as a minister of Jesus Christ.”  Leading With Integrity, p. 76.

B. (Ephesians 4:1) I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,  (NKJV)

V. FINANCIAL INTEGRITY – Financial uprightness (Don’t take advantage of or allow money to corrupt)
A. Not Greedy (1 Timothy 3:8-9) Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy for money, holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience.  (NKJV)
B. Generous (Philippians 4:15-19) Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only. For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities. Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your account. Indeed I have all and abound. I am full, having received 
from Epaphroditus the things sent from you, a sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to God. And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  (NKJV)
C. Accountable (2 Corinthians 8:18-21) And we have sent with him the brother whose praise is in the gospel throughout all the churches, and not only that, but who was also chosen by the churches to travel with us with this gift, which is administered by us to the glory of the Lord Himself and to show your ready mind, avoiding this: that anyone should blame us in this lavish gift which is administered by us-- providing honorable things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.  (NKJV)
