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A Winning Attitude
(Deuteronomy 20:8)
"The officers shall speak further to the people, and say, 'What man is there who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and return to his house, lest the heart of his brethren faint like his heart.'  (NKJV)
Objective- To show how important a good attitude is in spiritual matters. 

Introduction- One bad apple can spoil the bunch.  One rotten potato can stink up a house  quick.
I. FAITH
A. (Deuteronomy 20:1-4) "When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see horses and chariots and people more numerous than you, do not be afraid of them; for the LORD your God is with you, who brought you up from the land of Egypt. "So it shall be, when you are on the verge of battle, that the priest shall approach and speak to the people. "And he shall say to them, 'Hear, O Israel: Today you are on the verge of battle with your enemies. Do not let your heart faint, do not be afraid, and do not tremble or be terrified because of them; 'for the LORD your God is He who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.'  (NKJV)
B. (Deuteronomy 20:8) "The officers shall speak further to the people, and say, 'What man is there who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and return to his house, lest the heart of his brethren faint like his heart.'  (NKJV)
C. (Judges 7:1-22) Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and encamped beside the well of Harod, so that the camp of the Midianites was on the north side of them by the hill of Moreh in the valley. And the LORD said to Gideon, "The people who are with you are too many for Me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel claim glory for itself against Me, saying, 'My own hand has saved me.' "Now therefore, proclaim in the hearing of the people, saying, 'Whoever is fearful and afraid, let him turn and depart at once from Mount Gilead.'" And twenty-two thousand of the people returned, and ten thousand remained.
D. (Hebrews 11:6) But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.  (NKJV)

II. A POSITIVE OUTLOOK (Numbers 13:25-14:10)
(Numbers 13:25-33) And they returned from spying out the land after forty days. Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. Then they told him, and said: "We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. "Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there. "The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan." Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, "Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it." But the men who had gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we." And they gave the children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, "The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. "There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight."  (NKJV)
(Numbers 14:1-10) So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night. And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, "If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this wilderness! "Why has the LORD brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?" So they said to one another, "Let us select a leader and return to Egypt." Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel. But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; and they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: "The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. "If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us, 'a land which flows with milk and honey.' "Only do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them." And all the congregation said to stone them with stones. Now the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of meeting before all the children of Israel.  (NKJV)
A. Leadership Principles:

1. Attitude is so important.

2. Quality was more important than quantity to the LORD.

3. Leaders are called to set the tone, cast the vision, and set the pace.

4. Anyone can find and locate the obstacles but it takes a leader to overcome the obstacles.

5. (Num. 13:30;14:7-9)  Leaders must many times go against the flow.  They had the same information but a different perspective.

6. Joshua and Caleb "held fast to God's word, regardless of the cost.  Strong spiritual leadership demands such integrity."

B. Compare and Contrast


1. 10 with the negative report



a. sour disposition



b. pessimistic perspective



c. negative report

d. focus was on only what they could see.  (Their own abilities.) 

e. They saw God in light of their circumstances.
f. They compared themselves to the obstacle.  “We are like grasshoppers”

g. They spread anxiety. 

1. (Deuteronomy 1:28) 'Where can we go up? Our brethren have discouraged our hearts, saying, "The people are greater and taller than we; the cities are great and fortified up to heaven; moreover we have seen the sons of the Anakim there."'  (NKJV)
2. (Proverbs 12:25) Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression, But a good word makes it glad.  (NKJV)

2. Joshua and Caleb



a. They saw their circumstances in light of their God.

b. They compared their obstacles to their God.  (Numbers 14:9) "Only do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them."  (NKJV)



c. They displayed courage rooted in faith.


d. They had a calm assurance.


C. A Positive Attitude

1. “The development of a positive attitude is the first conscious step toward becoming an effective leader.”  (John Maxwell)

2. “Our Attitudes”


a. Our attitude determines our approach to life.

b. Our attitude determines our relationships with people.

c. Our attitude is often the only difference between success and failure.

d. Our attitude at the beginning of a task will affect its outcome more than anything else.


e. Our attitude can turn problems into blessings.

f. Our attitude can give us an uncommonly positive perspective.

g. Our attitude is not automatically good just because we belong to God.

D. Confidence in the LORD

1. The key to Joshua and Caleb’s attitude was their confidence in the LORD.

2. Obedience is necessary for success.
