Steps of Growth in Christ

2 Peter 1:5-11

Objective – 1. To challenge believers in Christ to a higher plane of living.  2. To teach about the process of growth in Christ.  3. To encourage sanctification in the life of believers.

Introduction-


I. Faith: The foundation on which we grow spiritually.  

A. Faith is required for salvation.  (Ephesians 2:8-9) For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of 
works, lest anyone should boast.  (NKJV)

B. Faith is required to please God. (Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.) (NKJV)

C. Faith is required to walk with God
1. (2Co 5:7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.)
2. (Heb 10:38 Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.")

D. Faith is a gift from God  (Romans 12:3) For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.  (NKJV)

II. Virtue : A life of strong character and discipline.

A.  Virtue-  Courage or fortitude, to enable you to profess the faith before men, in these times of persecution. (Adam Clarkes Commentary)



B. JWN calls virtue – Courage 
1. (Romans 10:6-11) But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ down from above) or," 'Who will descend into the abyss?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach): that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame."  (NKJV)
2. (Matthew 10:32-33) "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. "But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.  (NKJV)
III. Knowledge : An understanding of what God thinks and values.
A. Knowledge of Him (Philippians 3:8-11) Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.  (NKJV)
B. Destroyed for lack of knowledge (Hosea 4:6) My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children. {destroyed: Heb. cut off} 

IV. Self-control : The ability to lead oneself before leading others.

A. Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.  (NKJV)
B. Control of temper 

1. (Ephesians 4:26) "Be angry, and do not sin": do not let the sun go down on your wrath,  (NKJV)
2. (Proverbs 16:32) He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, And he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city.  (NKJV)
3. (Proverbs 25:28) Whoever has no rule over his own spirit Is like a city broken down, without walls.  (NKJV)



C. Control of tongue 
1. (James 3:2) For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.  (NKJV)
2. (James 3:8-10) But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so.  (NKJV)

V. Perseverance: The ability to patiently stick to what is right.

A. Family Bible Notes –“The steadfast endurance of trials.”

B. People’s New Testament – “Unflinching, patient endurance.”

C. (James 1:3) knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  (NKJV)
D. (Romans 5:3) And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance;  (NKJV)
E. (2 Thessalonians 1:4) so that we ourselves boast of you among the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure,  (NKJV)

VI. Godliness: A Spirit-filled, Spirit-led lifestyle that reflects the Lord.

A. Pastor LaVoy –“An overwhelming sense of reverence and Godly fear.”

B.(Isaiah 66:2) For all those things My hand has made, And all those things exist," Says the LORD. "But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word.  (NKJV)

C.(2 Timothy 2:19) Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity."  (NKJV)
D. (1 Peter 1:15-16) but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because it is written, "Be holy, for I am holy."  (NKJV)

VII. Brotherly Kindness : A lifestyle that is warm, relational, and caring.


A. Love toward other believers in Christ
1. (John 13:34-35) "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."  (NKJV)
2. (1 John 4:19-21) We love Him because He first loved us. If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also.  (NKJV)
3. (Hebrews 13:1) Let brotherly love continue.  (NKJV)
B. Kindness (Ephesians 4:32) And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.  (NKJV)

VIII. Love: The highest quality that enables a leader to sacrificially give to others.
A. (1 Corinthians 13:13) And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  (NKJV)
B. (John 3:16) "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  (NKJV)
C. (Luke 6:31-35) "And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. "But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. "And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. "And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. "But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.  (NKJV)
Conclusion- Where are you in your Growth in Christ?

