Childlike Faith (Part I)
“Hold your Horses”

Trust and Obey
(Mark 10:13-16) Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, "Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. "Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it." And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them.  (NKJV)

Objective – To explain Biblical principles in an easy to understand format.  To challenge the people of God in their growth with the LORD.  To encourage trust and obedience.

Introduction – Read text.  Jesus said, “whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.”  The principles of the Kingdom of God must be received “as a little child”.  Over the next few weeks we will discover some principles of the Word of God that I have become to understand through observing children.  Pray.

The first principle that I want to talk about is to “Trust and Obey”.  Growing up as a young boy we used to sing a song, “Trust and obey for there is no other way to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey.”  
My oldest son, Jacob helped me to understand this principle when he was only about two years old.  It was about six o’clock at night and I had just come home from the church.  Kelli was in the kitchen preparing supper and I was sitting on the couch watching the news.  Jacob came up to me and told me he was hungry.  I responded, “Ok, mom is fixing supper right now”.  A few minutes later Jacob came up to me again and this time with more emphasis he said, “Daddy, I’m hungry”.  I responded, “I know son, wait just a little while, mom is cooking supper right now.”  This quieted him for a little bit, but then he came up to me again and with his best plea cried out, “Daddy, I’m hungry!”  By now I was getting a little irritated at his persistence and I responded, “Son, your mom is cooking supper right now, you need to ‘hold your horses!’”  Jacob walked off and went to his room.  I had finally communicated my point clearly to him and he would leave me alone until supper, I thought.  A few minutes later, Jacob showed back up at the couch with two plastic toy horses in his hands and he said, “Daddy horses” and held them out to me.  Tears came to my eyes as I realize what Jacob had done.
Jacob had heard the simple instructions of his father to “hold his horses”.  He had responded in trust and obedience by going to his room, looking through his toys, finding two horses and then presenting them to his dad.  Needless to say, I got him something to eat.  

This is a simple story but if we could only learn the spiritual principles through it we could grow in our faith.  I will share three Biblical principles I have learned from this story.  First, “Be persistent”, second, “Trust the Word of our Heavenly Father”, and third, “Do what you are told to do.” 
I. BE PERSISTENT

A. Persistence in Prayer

1. Widow (Luke 18:1-8) Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, saying: "There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. "Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, 'Get justice for me from my adversary.' "And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, 'Though I do not fear God nor regard man, 'yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.'" Then the Lord said, "Hear what the unjust judge said. "And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? "I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?"  (NKJV)
2. Friend at night (Luke 11:5-10) And He said to them, "Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves; 'for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I have nothing to set before him'; "and he will answer from within and say, 'Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you'? "I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs. "So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. "For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  (NKJV) 


B. Persistence in your commitment

1. Run with endurance (Hebrews 12:1-4) Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin.  (NKJV)
2. Endure Hardship (2 Timothy 2:3-10) You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier. And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules. The hard-working farmer must be first to partake of the crops. Consider what I say, and may the Lord give you understanding in all things. Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from the dead according to my gospel, for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of chains; but the word of God is not chained. Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.  (NKJV)

C. Persistence in your calling
1. Do not give up (Galatians 6:9) And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.  (NKJV)


2. Patience



a. Abraham – promise of a child




b. Job – during affliction and loss




c. Noah – while he built the ark




d. Paul – in various trials, persecutions and imprisonment 

II. TRUST AND OBEY

A. Trust the Word of our Heavenly Father

B. Do what you are told to do
1. Follow the instructions of Mary the mother of Jesus (John 2:1-11) On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Now both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. And when they ran out of wine, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine." Jesus said to her, "Woman, what does your concern have to do with Me? My hour has not yet come." His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of purification of the Jews, containing twenty or thirty gallons apiece. Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." And they filled them up to the brim. And He said to them, "Draw some out now, and take it to the master of the feast." And they took it. When the master of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom. And he said to him, "Every man at the beginning sets out the good wine, and when the guests have well drunk, then the inferior. You have kept the good wine until now!" This beginning of signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory; and His disciples believed in Him.  (NKJV)
2. We must obey what He tells us to do
Conclusion – “Hold your horses”
