Who’s Your Daddy? (Part 3)
Is Jesus LORD…Of your POSSESSIONS?

Objective – To teach about the Lordship of Christ.  To challenge the people of God to honor the Lord with their possessions.

Introduction - What if Christ asked you to sell and give all?  
(Luke 18:18-24) Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" So Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. "You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery,' 'Do not murder,' 'Do not steal,' 'Do not bear false witness,' 'Honor your father and your mother.'" And he said, "All these things I have kept from my youth." So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich. And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!  (NKJV)
I. POSSESSIONS – WHO DO THEY BELONG TO? 

A. “We are tempted to think of financial and material belongings as ‘ours,’ but they really belong to the Lord.  Yes, He places them in our temporary custody and care.  Yet, they do not cease being His simply because He gives them to us to hold.  The ability to produce wealth is a gift from God.  ‘Our’ possessions are generated by health, intellect, strength, relationships and unrealized, countless blessings He has given us.  He sustains us with daily bread so He can grow godly character and generous hearts in us.  Where are you investing the wealth and blessings God has entrusted you?”  

Be There When It Counts, 3-4.
B. (Psalms 24:1) “The earth is the LORD'S, and all its fullness, The world and those who dwell therein.”  (NKJV)

C. (Job 41:11) “Who has preceded Me, that I should pay him? Everything under heaven is Mine.”  (NKJV)

D. (Psalms 50:10-12) For every beast of the forest is Mine, And the cattle on a thousand hills. I know all the birds of the mountains, And the wild beasts of the field are Mine. "If I were hungry, I would not tell you; For the world is Mine, and all its fullness.  (NKJV)

II. POSSESSIONS – HOW DID YOU GET THEM? 

(Deuteronomy 8:10-20) "When you have eaten and are full, then you shall bless the LORD your God for the good land which He has given you. "Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today, "lest-when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them; "and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; "when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; "who led you through that great and terrible wilderness, in which were fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty land where there was no water; who brought water for you out of the flinty rock; "who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers did not know, that He might humble you and that He might test you, to do you good in the end- "then you say in your heart, 'My power and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.' "And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day. "Then it shall be, if you by any means forget the LORD your God, and follow other gods, and serve them and worship them, I testify against you this day that you shall surely perish. "As the nations which the LORD destroys before you, so you shall perish, because you would not be obedient to the voice of the LORD your God.  (NKJV)

1. “He has given you” v. 10


2. “Do not forget God when you are blessed” v. 11-16

3. Do not think that you have gained your wealth without God’s help.  “My power and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.” v. 17

4. “Remember the LORD your God” v. 18

5. “He gives you the power to get wealth” v. 18

6. “To establish His covenant” v. 18
III. POSSESSIONS – WILL YOU HONOR GOD WITH THEM?
A. (Proverbs 3:5-10) Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil. It will be health to your flesh, And strength to your bones. Honor the LORD with your possessions, And with the first fruits of all your increase; So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine.  (NKJV)

1. Honor God with your possessions (what you already have).

2. Honor God with all your increase (what God is blessing you with).
B. (Matthew 6:19-34) "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; "but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. "The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. "But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness! "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? "Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? "Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? "So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; "and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. "Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? "Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' "For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. "Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.  (NKJV)


1. Invest in heaven!



2. Invest in eternity!



3. Get a good return on your investment!



4. Your heart will follow your treasure!



5. You must decide whether you will serve God or money!



6. God knows that you have needs.



7. Trust Him with your needs.



8. He is your provider.



9. Don’t worry, Be happy!


10. Seek first the Kingdom of God!

C. He who provides for this life but takes no care for eternity is wise for a moment but a fool forever. -John Tillotson

D. You can spend money any way you want... but you can only spend it once.

E. Tithing is an act of:
1. Worship (Genesis 28:20-22) Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me, and keep me in this way that I am going, and give me bread to eat and clothing to put on, "so that I come back to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God. "And this stone which I have set as a pillar shall be God's house, and of all that You give me I will surely give a tenth to You."  (NKJV)
2. Holiness (Leviticus 27:30) 'And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD'S. It is holy to the LORD.  (NKJV)
3. Obedience and Trust (Malachi 3:10-12) Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me now in this," Says the LORD of hosts, "If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it. "And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, So that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field," Says the LORD of hosts; "And all nations will call you blessed, For you will be a delightful land," Says the LORD of hosts.  (NKJV)

4. Love “I do not know if being selfish will cause you to go to hell, but I do know a lot of other people will go to hell if you are selfish.” -Ken Davis 
F. Sermon by John Wesley:
1. Gain all you can.

2. Save all you can. (“A penny saved is a penny earned.” Benjamin Franklin)

3. Give all you can.

Conclusion - Who’s Your Daddy?  Is Jesus LORD … of your POSSESSIONS?
Pastor LaVoy Newton, Jr. St. Augustine, FL www.lighthousechurchofgod.net
