Childlike Faith (Part VII)
The Ministry of Comfort

“An Eternal Mindset”

Objective – To teach the people of God how God will use their hurts, pain and sorrows to minister to others if they will let Him.

Introduction - Jacob “Did he go to Heaven to be with Jesus?”

I. COMFORTED TO COMFORTER 

A. Let God Heal You (2 Corinthians 1:3-4) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  (NKJV)

1. We must go through tribulation or troubles.


2. God comforts us in our tribulation.


3. We comfort others who are in trouble.

4. We comfort others who are in any trouble.  (Not limited to just the troubles we have been through)


5. It is God’s comfort working through us.

B. The Lord will turn every curse of the enemy into a blessing.


1. Job’s adversity.

2. Job’s blessing. (Job 42:10-12) And the LORD restored Job's losses when he prayed for his friends. Indeed the LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before. Then all his brothers, all his sisters, and all those who had been his acquaintances before, came to him and ate food with him in his house; and they consoled him and comforted him for all the adversity that the LORD had brought upon him. Each one gave him a piece of silver and each a ring of gold. Now the LORD blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; for he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of oxen, and one thousand female donkeys.  (NKJV)

C. We are blessed to be a blessing.
1. (Galatians 3:8-9) And the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham beforehand, saying, "In you all the nations shall be blessed." So then those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham.  (NKJV)
2. (Genesis 12:1-3) Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, from your family and from your father's house, to a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."  (NKJV)

II. JUST PASSING THROUGH

A. Life is Short (James 4:13-15) Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit"; whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away. Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that."  (NKJV)

1. What will happen tomorrow?

2. What is your life?


3. How long does a vapor last?


4. How long is eternity?
B. The Earth is not our Home (Hebrews 11:13) These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.  (NKJV)

1. Our greatest rewards are not in this life.

2. Will we hear the LORD say, ‘Well done thou good and faithful servant’.
C. We are Sojourners and Pilgrims (1 Peter 2:9-11) But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy. Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, (NKJV)

1. We were once not the people of God.


2. We are now the people of God.


3. We have obtained the mercy of God.

4. Reminder – heaven is our home.


5. Let us live like it.
III. TIME IS SHORT COMPARED TO ETERNITY

A. Our Afflictions are Light (2 Corinthians 4:16-18) Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.  (NKJV)

1. Do not lose heart.


2. Our outward man is perishing.


3. Spiritual man is renewed everyday.  (Growing everyday)


4. Light affliction.


5. Momentary.


6. Heavenly glory.


7. Earthly things are temporary.


8. Heavenly things are eternal.
B. Is Your Faith Genuine (1 Peter 1:6-7) In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, (NKJV)

1. Greatly rejoice.


2. Various trials.


3. Genuineness of your faith.


4. More precious than perishable gold.


5. We are tested by fire.


6. Praise, honor and glory.
C.  Let us Make the Most of our Time (Romans 13:11-14) And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.  (NKJV)

1. Time to wake up.


2. Past time to wake up.


3. Cast off the works of darkness.


4. Let’s be busy about the business of the Kingdom of God.
Conclusion – 1. Life is short!



  2. This is not our home!

3. Allow God to heal you on the inside so He can use you to    help heal others!

