God is in Control

Hebrews 1:1-4

Objective- To remind everyone that God is in control.  To teach about the power of the Word of God and to put it into practice.  To teach about the importance of what we say.  To express the power of what we say.

Introduction- No matter what happens around us, God is in Control.  Hebrews 1:1-4

I. GOD IS IN CONTROL

A. He upholds all things
1. New King James Version - Hebrews 1:3 - "who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,"

2. Weymouth’s New Testament - Heb 1:3 He brightly reflects God's glory and is the exact representation of His being, and upholds the universe by His all-powerful word. After securing man's purification from sin He took His seat at the right hand of the Majesty on high, (WNT)

3. The Amplified Bible -Heb. 1:3 "He is the sole expression of the glory of God (the Light-being, the out-raying or radiance of the divine), and He is the perfect imprint and very image of (God's) 
nature, upholding and maintaining and guiding and propelling the universe by His mighty word of power.  When He had by offering Himself accomplished our cleansing of sins and riddance of guilt, He sat down at the right hand of the divine Majesty on high," 
B. In Him all things consist – 

Colossians 1:17- "And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist." (NKJV)


C. All things are subject to Him –

1Pe 3:22 "who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him." (NKJV)


D. He has all authority- 

Mt 28:18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. (NKJV)
II. THERE IS POWER IN THE WORD OF GOD

A. The world was created by the Word of God
1. Ps 33:6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, And all the host of them by the breath of His mouth. (NKJV)

2. Ps 33:9 For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast. (NKJV)
3. This is an astonishing description of the infinitely energetic and all pervading power of God.  He spoke, and all things were created; he speaks, and all things are sustained.  (Adam Clarke's Commentary)

4. And upholding all things by the word of his power. That is, by his powerful word, or command. The phrase "word of his power' is a Hebraism, and means his efficient command. There could not be a more distinct ascription of divinity to the Son of God than this. He upholds or sustains all things--i. e. the universe. It is not merely the earth; not only its rocks, mountains, seas, animals, and men, but it is the universe--all distant worlds. How can he do this who is not God?  He does it by his word—his command. What a conception! That a simple command should do all this: So the world was made when God "spoke and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast," Ps 33:9. So the Lord Jesus commanded the waves and the winds, and they were still, (Mt 8:26, 27 ;) so he spoke to diseases, and they departed--and to the dead, and they arose.  I know not how men can explain away this ascription of infinite power to the Redeemer. There can be no higher idea of omnipotence than to say, that he upholds all things by his word; and assuredly he who can hold up this vast universe, so that it does not sink into anarchy or into nothing, must be God. The same power Jesus claimed for himself. See Mt 28:18. (Albert Barnes NT Commentary)
5. Genesis 1:3 ¶ Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. (NKJV)

6. Heb 11:3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible. (NKJV)

B.  The world is sustained by the Word of God

Not only was the world created by the Word of God, but it is sustained by the Word of God.


C.  The Power and Authority of the Word of THE KING

1. The KINGS power - Ecclesiastes 8:4 Where the word of a king is, there is power; And who may say to him, "What are you doing?" (NKJV)
2. The power of authority - Mt 8:7-10 “And Jesus said to him, "I will come and heal him.  The centurion answered and said, "Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed.  For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it.  When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, "Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!” (NKJV)

3. Amazement at His authority - Mt 8:26-27 But He said to them, "Why are you fearful, O you of little faith?" Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. So the men marveled, saying, "Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?" (NKJV)
4. His power was always manifested by His Word

“By the word of his power. The Son hath all power, and his power was always manifested by his word. He spoke and it was done, whether it was to still the winds or to raise the dead. So in creation, the word was spoken and it was done.” (People's NT Commentary)
5. Jesus is the Word of God

a. "Christ did not merely speak the word of God; He was the Word." (Spirit Filled Life Bible)

b. John 1:1 ¶ In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (NKJV)
III. THERE IS POWER IN OUR WORDS

A. Mark 11:20-24 “Now in the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig tree dried up from the roots.  And Peter, remembering, said to Him, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree which You cursed has withered away.  So Jesus answered and said to them, "Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.  Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”(NKJV)
B. Mark 11:23 "For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be removed and be cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says. (NKJV)

1. Whoever says


2. He says


3. He says

C. There is a relationship between our faith and our words.

Conclusion – 


1. GOD IS IN CONTROL

2. THERE IS POWER IN THE WORD OF GOD


3. THERE IS POWER IN OUR WORDS
