Give Me This Mountain

(Joshua 14:6-14) Then the children of Judah came to Joshua in Gilgal. And Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him: "You know the word which the LORD said to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh Barnea.”I was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh Barnea to spy out the land, and I brought back word to him as it was in my heart. "Nevertheless my brethren who went up with me made the heart of the people melt, but I wholly followed the LORD my God.”So Moses swore on that day, saying, 'Surely the land where your foot has trodden shall be your inheritance and your children's forever, because you have wholly followed the LORD my God.' "And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, as He said, these forty-five years, ever since the LORD spoke this word to Moses while Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, here I am this day, eighty-five years old.”As yet I am as strong this day as on the day that Moses sent me; just as my strength was then, so now is my strength for war, both for going out and for coming in. "Now therefore, give me this mountain of which the LORD spoke in that day; for you heard in that day how the Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and fortified. It may be that the LORD will be with me, and I shall be able to drive them out as the LORD said." And Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as an inheritance. Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the LORD God of Israel.  (NKJV)
Objective - To challenge the people of God to a higher plane of living.  To teach the importance of totally surrendering our life to the LORD.

Introduction – What mountain are you facing today?  It could be a ministry God is calling you to do.  It could be a problem or a sin that you are trying to overcome.  It may be an issue in your marriage or with your finances.  What is you mountain?  Let’s look at Caleb and how he conquered his mountain and how we can apply these same principles to our life.
I. WHOLLY FOLLOW THE LORD (V. 8 -9, 14)

A. Caleb was ready to follow the Lord (Numbers 13:26-30) Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. Then they told him, and said: "We went to the land where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. "Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there.”The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan." Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, "Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it."  (NKJV)
B. Caleb was different (Numbers 14:20-24) Then the LORD said: "I have pardoned, according to your word; "but truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD- "because all these men who have seen My glory and the signs which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have put Me to the test now these ten times, and have not heeded My voice, "they certainly shall not see the land of which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected Me see it. "But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he went, and his descendants shall inherit it.  (NKJV)
C. Caleb was wholly committed to the LORD (Deuteronomy 1:35-38) 'Surely not one of these men of this evil generation shall see that good land of which I swore to give to your fathers, 'except Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to him and his children I am giving the land on which he walked, because he wholly followed the LORD.' "The LORD was also angry with me for your sakes, saying, 'Even you shall not go in there; 'Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, he shall go in there. Encourage him, for he shall cause Israel to inherit it.  (NKJV)
D. God rewards those whose heart is totally committed to Him The good old soldier had his desire, and in due time he took possession of the territory allotted to him.  Whole-hearted loyalty to the Lord will have its reward.  The Lord never allowed a man to be confounded, whose sole trust was in him, and whose entire heart followed him.  In this family may there be many a Caleb; yea, may we all be whole-hearted for the Lord. (Spurgeon Devotional Commentary)
E. Be Steadfast (1 Corinthians 15:58) Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  (NKJV)
F. Lessons from Caleb


1. He wholly followed the LORD.


2. He followed the LORD when it was not popular. 
II. DAILY WALK WITH GOD (V. 10-11)
A. Walk in all His ways (Joshua 22:5) "But take careful heed to do the commandment and the law which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, to love the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to keep His commandments, to hold fast to Him, and to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul."  (NKJV)
B. God will keep reward those who walk before Him with all their hearts (1 Kings 8:22-23) Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven; and he said: "LORD God of Israel, there is no God in heaven above or on earth below like You, who keep Your covenant and mercy with Your servants who walk before You with all their hearts.  (NKJV)
C. What does the LORD require? (Micah 6:8) He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?  (NKJV)
D. We need to daily walk with the LORD.

E. Lessons from Caleb.


1. Caleb was ready to take the mountain 45 years earlier.


2. Others caused the delay.


3. It is more about relationship than the mountain.


4. Caleb walked with God after disappointment. 
III. TOTALLY TRUST IN THE LORD (V. 12-13)
A. Trust in the LORD with all your heart (Proverbs 3:5-6) Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.  (NKJV)
B. Glory in the LORD (Jeremiah 9:23-24) Thus says the LORD: "Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, Let not the mighty man glory in his might, Nor let the rich man glory in his riches; But let him who glories glory in this, That he understands and knows Me, That I am the LORD, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight," says the LORD.  (NKJV)
C. Keep your mind on the LORD (Isaiah 26:3-4) You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he trusts in You. Trust in the LORD forever, For in YAH, the LORD, is everlasting strength.  (NKJV)
D. The blessings of trusting in the LORD (Jeremiah 17:7-8) "Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose hope is the LORD. For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.  (NKJV)
E. Lessons from Caleb.

1. Caleb had faith in God.


2. Trust involves patience.

3. Timing – God’s timing!
Conclusion – Give me this Mountain!

1. Wholly Follow the LORD.

2. Daily Walk with God.

3. Totally Trust in the LORD.
