Childlike Faith (Part VI)
Intercession in the Spirit

“The Story of Joseph’s Deliverance”

Objective – To teach the importance of being baptized in the Holy Spirit.  To teach the importance of praying in the Spirit.

Introduction – “The Story of Joseph’s Deliverance”.

I. PRAYING ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF GOD 

A. When we pray in the Spirit we are praying according to Gods will (Romans 8:26-28) Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.  (NKJV)

1. The Spirit helps our weakness.


2. The Holy Spirit makes intercession for us with groanings.

3. The Holy Spirit makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.

B. God answers prayers in His will (1 John 5:14-15) Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.  (NKJV)
C. We will not receive selfish prayers (James 4:2-3) You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.  (NKJV)
II. PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT AS THE INITIAL OUTWARD EVIDENCE OF THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
A. The Upper Room (Acts 2:1-4) When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  (NKJV)
B. The Gentiles (Acts 10:44-48) While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. Then Peter answered, "Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?" And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days.  (NKJV)
C. Ephesus (Acts 19:1-6) And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples he said to them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" So they said to him, "We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit." And he said to them, "Into what then were you baptized?" So they said, "Into John's baptism." Then Paul said, "John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus." When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.  (NKJV)
D. Samaria (Acts 8:14-19) Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, saying, "Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit."  (NKJV)
What did Simon see that he knew they had received the Holy Spirit?  

1. It was not miraculous signs.  (Acts 8:6) And the multitudes with one accord heeded the things spoken by Philip, hearing and seeing the miracles which he did.  (NKJV)
2. It was not deliverance from demons.  (Acts 8:7) For unclean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of many who were possessed; and many who were paralyzed and lame were healed.  (NKJV)
3. It was not great healings.  (v. 7)

4. It was not great joy. (Acts 8:8) And there was great joy in that city.  (NKJV)
5. It was not great signs and miracles. (Acts 8:13) Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptized he continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were done.  (NKJV)
6. Was it prayer in tongues?  Since the sign for the baptism of the Holy Spirit in the upper room included prayer in tongues, and the Gentiles receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit included prayer in tongues and the Ephesian believers included speaking in tongues, one might conclude that the sign Simon saw when the believers received the baptism of the Holy Spirit was prayer in tongues as well.
E. Paul (Acts 9:17-19) And Ananias went his way and entered the house; and laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized. So when he had received food, he was strengthened. Then Saul spent some days with the disciples at Damascus.  (NKJV)
1. We know that Paul prayed in tongues. (1 Corinthians 14:18) I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; (NKJV) 

2. We know that Paul encouraged believers to speak in tongues.  (1 Corinthians 14:5) I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification.  (NKJV)
3. We know that Paul discouraged forbidding speaking in tongues.  (1 Corinthians 14:39) Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues.  (NKJV)
III. WHY PRAY IN THE SPIRIT?
A. Speaking to God, edify self (1 Corinthians 14:1-5) Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to men. He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification.  (NKJV)

1. He who speaks in a tongue is speaking to God.


2. He who speaks in tongues is speaking mysteries.


3. He who speaks in tongues edifies himself.


4. Tongues and interpretation edify the church.

B. To build up your faith (Jude 1:20-21) But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.  (NKJV)
C. Instructed to pray always (Ephesians 6:18-19) praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints-- and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel,  (NKJV)
D. We should pray and sing in the spirit (1 Corinthians 14:15) What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding.  (NKJV)
Conclusion – Prayer in the Spirit is important!  If you have not been baptized in the Holy Spirit, I encourage you to seek the LORD.  Stir up the gift of God in you.
