Interdependence
Objective – To show how we are connected in the body of Christ and in the local church.  To teach about our need to work in cooperation with each other. 

Introduction – “Fulfilling the Vision – Interdependence” DVD 
(Listen to the DVD) mms://media.winworld.cc/cog/faithnews/prayervideos/fulfilling_vision_interdependence.wmv
“A” – We realize that we are one of many instruments used by the Lord to accomplish His purposes in the world.  The “A” is there to keep us humble before the Lord and never allow a feeling of pride to enter in.  We are not “the” lighthouse, but “a” lighthouse to the world.

I. UNITY (1 Corinthians 12:13-27) For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. For in fact the body is not one member but many. If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. And if they were all one member, where would the body be? But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.  (NKJV)

A. Unity of the Lighthouse Church of God in the body of Christ.



1. Lighthouse Church of God and our community



2. Lighthouse Church of God and the Church of God

3. Lighthouse Church of God and the body of Christ around the world


B. Unity of the believers of Lighthouse Church of God



1. Unity of staff and spiritual leaders


2. Unity of vision



3. Unity of the membership

II. COMMUNITY (Acts 2:41-47) Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.  (NKJV)

Concern

Availability


Respect


Encouragement



1. The church to the rest of the body of Christ



2. We the people of the church to each other

III. INTERDEPENDENCE (Romans 12:3-8) For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.  (NKJV) 
Definitions:

1. dependent   
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nt)
adj.
1. Contingent on another. 
2. Subordinate. 
3. Relying on or requiring the aid of another for support: dependent children. 

n. also de·pen·dant One who relies on another especially for financial support. – www.dictionary.com
2. interdependent - adj : mutually dependent [syn: mutualist, mutually beneficial]

A. We are connected.


B. We need each other.


C. “We all need somebody to lean on.”

D. We have different spiritual gifts.


E. We all have strengths and weaknesses.


F. None is more important in God’s eyes.


G. None is least important.


H. We must bless each other.


I. We must strengthen each other.


J. We complete each other.
Conclusion – We are Interdependent!




1. Unity




2. Community




3. Interdependence
