FORGIVENESS – A FOUNDATION FOR FAVOR
Genesis 50:14-21

Objective – To teach about the power of forgiveness.  To challenge the people of God to forgive those who have hurt them.  

Introduction-

I. WE NEED TO ASK FOR FORGIVENESS


A. Forgiveness from God

1. Forgive us our debts (trespasses, sins)

(Matthew 6:9-15) "In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. "For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. "But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  (NKJV)

2. Confess our sins

(1 John 1:9) If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  (NKJV)

B. Forgiveness from others. 

1. We should seek forgiveness from others when we know we have offended others.  

(Matthew 5:23-24) "Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, "leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.  (NKJV)
2. Joseph’s brothers ask for forgiveness. 

(Genesis 50:17-18) 'Thus you shall say to Joseph: "I beg you, please forgive the trespass of your brothers and their sin; for they did evil to you."' Now, please, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your father." And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also went and fell down before his face, and they said, "Behold, we are your servants."  (NKJV)

II. WE NEED TO FORGIVE OTHERS

A. (Matthew 18:21-35) Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?" Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven. "Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. "And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. "But as he was not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and that payment be made. "The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, 'Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.' "Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. "But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, 'Pay me what you owe!' "So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.' "And he would not, but went and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. "So when his fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master all that had been done. "Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. 'Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?' "And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. "So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses."  (NKJV)


1. 70 times 7

2. King was willing to forgive a debt that could never be paid.

3. Servant didn’t get it.


4. How many of God’s children don’t get it.

5. God’s forgiveness to us could never compare to our forgiveness to others.

6. Ask God for a compassionate heart.

7. Let us not fall into the hands of an angry God but a compassionate One.

B. (Luke 17:3-4) "Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him. "And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, 'I repent,' you shall forgive him."  (NKJV)

III. WE NEED TO WALK IN FORGIVENESS

A. (Mark 11:25-26) "And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. "But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses."  (NKJV)

B. (Ephesians 4:32) And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.  (NKJV)

C. "I can forgive, but I cannot forget," is only another way of saying, "I cannot forgive." -Beecher

D. The weak can never forgive.  Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong. –Gandhi

E. (Colossians 3:13) bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.  (NKJV)

F. Joseph had already forgiven them.

(Genesis 50:19-21) Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? "But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive. "Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones." And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.  (NKJV)
Conclusion – Will you forgive others like Christ has forgiven you?

