Childlike Faith (Part V)
Receiving God’s Forgiveness

“Picking up the broken Pieces”

Objective – To teach about the grace and forgiveness of God.  To explain how God shows and extends his love and grace to us.

Introduction – The story of “Picking up the broken pieces”.  One day I walked into my office and Joshua was playing with my chess set.  He was about six at the time.  It had startled him when I walked in.  He began to look at me with a “frightened” look on his face.  I noticed he had his hands behind his back.  I asked him, “What is the matter?”  He continued to look up at me frozen face and all.  Slowly he took his hands from his back and without saying a word showed me a broken piece from my chess set.  He knew this was a special chess set.  It was a marble chess set we had bought as a souvenir from a recent visit to Mexico.  His mind was going ninety to nothing and he knew he was in “trooooooouble”.  His eyes were saying, “I’m sorry, dad,” but his lips were frozen from fear.  For some reason as I looked down at those baby blue eyes and that scared look on his face, rather than being filled with anger I was overcome with compassion.  I looked down at him holding the broken piece of my chess set and I knelt down beside him and said, “It is ok”.  He did not know what to do but I assured him it was ok and I gave him a hug.  The thought went through my mind, “my son is so much more valuable to me than this chess set”.  It was as if God had smiled at me.  I now understood how when we mess up and end up with only broken pieces how God comes to our rescue wanting to pick up those broken pieces, but more importantly to pick up the brokenness on the inside of us.

I. YOU ARE VALUABLE TO GOD

A. You are more valuable than the birds (Matthew 6:25-26) "Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? "Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?  (NKJV)
B. You are of more value than many sparrows (Matthew 10:29-31) "Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father's will. "But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. "Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.  (NKJV)
C. You are more valuable than sheep (Matthew 12:10-13) And behold, there was a man who had a withered hand. And they asked Him, saying, "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?" --that they might accuse Him. Then He said to them, "What man is there among you who has one sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not lay hold of it and lift it out? "Of how much more value then is a man than a sheep? Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath." Then He said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." And he stretched it out, and it was restored as whole as the other.  (NKJV)
D. How valuable are you? (Romans 5:5-8) Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  (NKJV)

1. God demonstrated how valuable we are.


2. Jesus died to pay the price for us.

3. That’s value!
II. YOU DO NOT LOSE YOUR VALUE TO GOD 

A. Illustration of the $20 bill vs. Monopoly money
B. Created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27) Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.  (NKJV)
C. God wants to restore you (Jeremiah 3:1-15) "They say, 'If a man divorces his wife, and she goes from him and becomes another man's, May he return to her again?' Would not that land be greatly polluted? But you have played the harlot with many lovers; yet return to Me," says the LORD. "Lift up your eyes to the desolate heights and see: Where have you not lain with men? By the road you have sat for them Like an Arabian in the wilderness; and you have polluted the land with your harlotries and your wickedness. Therefore the showers have been withheld, and there has been no latter rain. You have had a harlot's forehead; you refuse to be ashamed. Will you not from this time cry to Me, 'My father, You are the guide of my youth? Will He remain angry forever? Will He keep it to the end?' Behold, you have spoken and done evil things, as you were able." The LORD said also to me in the days of Josiah the king: "Have you seen what backsliding Israel has done? She has gone up on every high mountain and under every green tree, and there played the harlot. "And I said, after she had done all these things, 'Return to Me.' but she did not return. And her treacherous sister Judah saw it. "Then I saw that for all the causes for which backsliding Israel had committed adultery, I had put her away and given her a certificate of divorce; yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear, but went and played the harlot also. "So it came to pass, through her casual harlotry, that she defiled the land and committed adultery with stones and trees. "And yet for all this her treacherous sister Judah has not turned to Me with her whole heart, but in pretense," says the LORD. Then the LORD said to me, "Backsliding Israel has shown herself more righteous than treacherous Judah.  "Go and proclaim these words toward the north, and say: 'Return, backsliding Israel,' says the LORD; 'I will not cause My anger to fall on you. For I am merciful,' says the LORD; 'I will not remain angry forever. Only acknowledge your iniquity, that you have transgressed against the LORD your God, and have scattered your charms To alien deities under every green tree, And you have not obeyed My voice,' says the LORD. "Return, O backsliding children," says the LORD; "for I am married to you. I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion. "And I will give you shepherds according to My heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding.  (NKJV)

1. Yet return to Me!


2. Return to Me!


3. Return backsliding Israel, I am merciful!


4. Only acknowledge your iniquity!


5. Return, O backsliding children!


6. For I am married to you!

III. RETURN TO THE LORD

A. We are like sheep who have gone astray (Isaiah 53:6) All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.  (NKJV)
B. Sheep without a shepherd (Matthew 9:35-38) Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. "Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."  (NKJV)
C. Return to the Shepherd (1 Peter 2:21-25) For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: "Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth"; who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness--by whose stripes you were healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.  (NKJV)
Conclusion – A Call for Salvation!



 A Call for Restoration!



 A Call for Renewal!

