A Caring Church
(Matthew 25:33-40)
"And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. "Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 'for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 'I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.' "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 'When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 'Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?' "And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'  (NKJV)
Objective – To communicate our need to care for each other and others.  To challenge the people of God to care and to find ways to minister to others.

Introduction- 

Commitment to Care

We commit ourselves to the challenge of being a church that genuinely cares for one another and for those who are lost, hurting and needy.  We will demonstrate our commitment by …

· Building loving, caring relationships within families, between members, and within the communities we serve.

· Obeying the Care Commission of Christ in Matthew 25.

· Cultivating compassion and showing mercy to the unloved, the undesirable, and the unreached of our society.

· Establishing in each local church some type of outreach ministry that demonstrates our genuine concern and love for the disadvantaged or oppressed.

“People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care.”
I. A GOD OF CARE
A. (1 Peter 5:7) casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.  (NKJV)
B. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  (NKJV)

1. God comforts us.


2. That we may be able to comfort others.

II. CIRCLES OF CARE
A. Circles of Care can be formed by being aware of natural relational groups.

B. We must care for ourselves, our families, our church, our community and the world.

C. The natural flow of care within a church revolves around relationships and ministries.

1. Important to get involved and get to know others.   

2. Some ministries that are already established are Sunday School:

Membership Class

Basic Training for the Spirit filled Believer

Stand by Your Pastor

Youth 

Children’s



3. Worship Team:

4. Intercessory Prayer Team:

5. Men’s Ministry:

6. Women’s Ministry:

7. Singles Ministry:

8. Fellowship Dinners (Wed) and 1st Sun of each month

D. Good and Bad Times (Romans 12:15) Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  (NKJV)
III. LIFESTYLES OF CARE
A.  Luke 10 – The Good Samaritan

(Luke 10:29-37) But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" Then Jesus answered and said: "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. "Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. "Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. "But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. "So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. "On the next day, when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, 'Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.' "So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?" And he said, "He who showed mercy on him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."  (NKJV)


1. Thief – “What’s yours is mine, and I’m going to take it.”

2. Priest and Levite – “What’s mine is mine, and I’m going to keep it.”

3. Good Samaritan – “What’s mine is yours, and I’m going to share it.”

B. “To demonstrate we are a caring church, we need to …

1. Take notice of the needs of others.

2. Set aside any excuses for not caring for someone in need.

3. Do something besides talk about the need.

4. Choose to get involved personally.

5. Be accepting and forgiving.

C. People who have faced, learned how to cope with, and overcome the death of a loved one, divorce, unwed pregnancies, bankruptcy, cancer, etc. are often the best resources to minister and teach others to minister to people facing those very issues.

D. A key principle that must be embraced by the caring church is that each member has a responsibility to lead a lifestyle of care.  A healthy caring community of believers, ministers in times of pain, but also rejoices in the good times.

E. D. L. Moody – tells of a man who testified that he had lived “on the Mount of Transfiguration” for five years.  Moody then asked “How many souls did you lead to Christ last year?”  The man could not respond that he had led anyone to Christ.  Moody then stated, “we don’t want that kind of mountaintop experience.  When a man gets so high that he cannot reach down and save poor sinners, there is something wrong.
IV. MINISTRIES OF CARE
A. Pure Religion (James 1:26-27) If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless. Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.  (NKJV)
B. Acts 3 – The story of the lame beggar at the entrance of the house of God.

(Acts 3:1-10) Now Peter and John went up together to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. And a certain man lame from his mother's womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms from those who entered the temple; who, seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked for alms. And fixing his eyes on him, with John, Peter said, "Look at us." So he gave them his attention, expecting to receive something from them. Then Peter said, "Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk." And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. So he, leaping up, stood and walked and entered the temple with them--walking, leaping, and praising God. And all the people saw him walking and praising God. Then they knew that it was he who sat begging alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.  (NKJV)

· How many people had already passed by that day?

· Some may have given him money, but how many really stopped to help him.

· How many really went by without even noticing him or who tried to ignore him?

· How many times do I do that?

· We must first be open and willing to care for the needs of others.

· Peter and John did not have silver and gold.  We may not always have what people want, but what do we have.  We may have what they need.  

· We must be willing to touch people in order to help them.

C. Caring Ministries

1. Prayer Ministry



a. Intercessory Prayer Team



b. Prayer at altar



c. Prayer book



d. Corporate Prayer



e. Prayer Center



f. Prayer Line


2. Outreach 

a. bus ministry

b. Nursing Home

3. Chaplaincy

a. hospital

b. jail

c. other

4. Family

a. Singles

b. Marriage

c. Parenting

5. Lighthouse Benevolence Ministry



a . Thrift Shop


          b. Jack Walsh Memorial Food Pantry



c. St. Augustine Christian Service Center
Conclusion-


I. A GOD OF CARE


II. CIRCLES OF CARE

          III. LIFESTYLES OF CARE


IV. MINISTRIES OF CARE
